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This book was prepared between 2005 and 2007, but publication was delayed because of the considerable costs 
involved to produce the book as an international co-edition as had occurred with the other titles of our Islamic Art 
in the Mediterranean series. However, thanks to the new publishing formats and fundraising tools that are available 
today, it has now been possible to complete the project and publish the English version of this book. 

The Ayyubid Era: Art and Architecture in Medieval Syria is published as it was conceived by the authors before the war 
started. All texts, including useful information for the visit, refer to the pre-war situation and are our expression 
of hope that Syria, which has witnessed the evolution of civilisation since the beginnings of human history, may 
soon become a place of peace and the driving force behind a new and peaceful beginning for the entire region.

Note

We thank our private donors who, in autumn 2015, made the completion of this book possible.

Sincere thanks go to: Professor Yasser Tabbaa for his generous help, in particular also during the last phase of 
completion of the book; Luna Rajab for her efforts to promote the book through Damascus Cultural Capital of the 
Arab World 2008; and Peter Heinrich Jahn for his editorial advice.

We also would like to thank all those who, while too numerous to name individually, gave their unfailing support 
and sound advice during the preparation of this project. However, we would like to emphasise our special thanks 
to the staff of the institutions listed below, who provided generous help and support whenever needed:

Ministry of Culture, Syrian Arab Republic
Directorate General of Antiquities and Museums, Damascus
National Museum Damascus
Damascus Cultural Capital of the Arab World 2008

The opinions expressed in this work do not necessarily reflect the opinions either of the European Union or of 
its Member States.
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